
November 24, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

November 24, 2015, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM, Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00pm, with Mayor Danny Turner presiding. Council Members present included:  

Mayor Danny Turner, Gene Teague, Sharon Brooks Hodge, and Mark Stroud.  Vice Mayor 

Jennifer Bowles was not present.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Clerk 

of Council Karen Roberts, City Attorney Eric Monday, Director of Utilities Dennis Bowles, 

Superintendent of Electric Operations Durwin Joyce. 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member 

Stroud, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Turner, aye; Teague, aye; Hodge, aye; and 

Stroud, aye, Council convened in Closed Session, for the purpose of discussing the following 

matters: (A) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7. At the conclusion 

of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Council Member Hodge, 

seconded by Council Member Stroud, all Council members voted in favor to return to Open 

Session.   

Following the invocation by Council Member Stroud and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of October 27, 2015 and November 10, 2015 meetings – 

on a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member Stroud, with a 4-0 vote, 

Council approved the minutes of the October 27, 2015 and November 10, 2015 Council 

meetings as presented. 

Recognize City employees eligible for service awards – City Manager Towarnicki 

recognized City employees who received service awards for the first quarter of FY15-16. 
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SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS  

SECOND QUARTER - FISCAL YEAR 15-16 
FOR THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2015 

 
 

NAME DEPARTMENT 
YEARS OF 

SEVICE 

SCOTT ERRICHETTI ELECTRIC  5 

JONATHAN FULCHER POLICE DEPT 5 

JOSEPH WASHBURN POLICE DEPT 10 

MARY KAY WASHINGTON FINANCE 10 

JIM COOPER SHERIFF - JAIL 15 

TIM GARY SHERIFF - JAIL 15 

GREG JOHNSTON POLICE DEPT 15 

DONNA HARRIS SENIOR CENTER 20 

CHRIS MORRIS ENGINEERING 20 

MILDRED SPENCE SHERIFF - JAIL 20 

BETTY WAGONER CIRCUIT COURT 20 

EDDIE CASSADY POLICE DEPT 30 

DURWIN JOYCE ELECTRIC 30 

ASHBY PRITCHETT CIRCUIT COURT 30 

Recognize members of Girl Scout Troop 616 for receiving the Bronze Award – Mayor 

Turner read the proclamation recognizing members of Girl Scout Troop 616 for receiving the 

Bronze Award then Council members presented a copy to each Girl Scout in attendance.  

Members of Troop 616 addressed Council members and summarized their pet safety education 

kit project and presented Council Members with a Pet Safety Education Kit.   

 



November 24, 2015 
Recognize Army Veteran Thomas Spencer as recipient of several 2015 Veteran of the 

Year awards – Mayor Turner introduced Mr. Spencer.  City Manager Towarnicki summarized 

Mr. Spencer’s awards and service history. Mayor Turner thanked him for his service.  Mr. 

Spencer stated it was an honor to win both awards.   

Present a proclamation to H. G. Vaughn, Chairman of the Henry County Board of 

Supervisors, recognizing his service to the county and community – Mayor Turner read the 

proclamation honoring Mr. Vaughn.  Council Member Teague complimented Mr. Vaughn on 

his years of service, recognizing several of his accomplishments during his tenure.  Mr. 

Vaughn said his priority had always been to serve the citizens of Ridgeway district, Henry 

County and Martinsville City and that it had been an honor to serve.   

 

Hear an update from American Municipal Power regarding various electric projects the 

City is participating in – City Manager Towarnicki introduced Marc Gerken, representative of 

American Municipal Power.  Mr. Gerken presented a powerpoint presentation regarding the 

City’s various electric projects and explained the schedule of those projects, energy resources, 

cost comparison, cause for increase in rate projections, budgets, project status, project in-

service dates and new generation development.  He stated that he may be able to provide 

additional answers and updates if Council wanted him to return January, 2016 but could not 

elaborate on some topics tonight due to current litigation. Teague stated that one of the 

biggest concerns for citizens would be an increase in their electric rates and confirmed that 

the average customer could see an average rate increase of $3-$4 per month.   
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Consider approval of the 2016 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney Monday said there 

were no changes from last meeting and there had been no formal vote to approve the 

Legislative Agenda.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the legislative agenda 
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as presented, Council Member Teague seconded the motion, all Council members voted in 

favor.   

 

Comments by members of City Council – Stroud said he hoped the citizens would enjoy 

Thanksgiving and asked that everyone say a prayer for a family member who would have 

surgery tomorrow.  Turner thanked everyone who participated in organizing the parade; he 

shared details on local Thanksgiving meals and warming centers open to anyone in need. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki noted that the Municipal 

building would be closed Wednesday evening through the rest of the week.  Police, fire, EMS, 

water plants, and other departments would continue to work around the clock as necessary.  

He asked citizens who see those workers out during the holidays to please express their 

appreciation for their work and what they are doing.  Strategic Planning details are completed 

and will be sent to Council next week; he asked that Council review those details for accuracy.  

Revised Strategic Plan would then be presented at a future council meeting and formally 

adopted.  Towarnicki stated that a possible work session may be necessary early December.  

He pointed out that there had been a change in the agenda layout; any business from the floor 

will be moved to the end of the meeting and would not be televised going forward.  Hodge 

asked if it would be audio recorded, Towarnicki said no but that recorded minutes would 

document any topics brought before Council. 

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Ural Harris, 217 Stewart St – stated he was 

unhappy with the information provided regarding AMP and does not understand why Council 

continues to make bad decisions.  He expressed concern about rate hikes and those residents 

on social security.  Jim Ennis, 1216 Knollwood Place – hopes that Council would reconsider 

televising the business from the floor session.  He referred to an article in the Martinsville 



November 24, 2015 
Bulletin and expressed his concern regarding refugees entering the United States.  Joe Martin, 

Church Street – wanted to express his support of Dr. Crabtree’s statements regarding signage 

in historical districts of Martinsville.  He states that some restrictions seem to be discouraging 

new businesses wishing to open in the City.   Hodge recommended that he attend the next 

ARB meeting & express his concerns and suggestions.  Teague suggested Mr. Martin go back 

to the Planning Commission with his concerns and that the Planning Commission and Council 

should relook at the historic zones and the ordinances.  Diane Ennis, 1216 Knollwood Place – 

believes that the session should be televised and that the format of the meeting should be 

changed.  Turner stated that this is not a public forum or town hall meeting, it’s a 

representative government and business meeting.  Monday confirmed there are topics that are 

brought up that are outside of City Councils control and stated that Council is under no legal 

obligation to provide the open forum or to televise it.  Council can put limitations on time and 

topics presented during business from the floor.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Stroud to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Teague with all council members in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:32pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 
Clerk of Council           Mayor  
  

 


